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Remember the Reasons
“Concerning that day and exact hour, no one knows when it will arrive, not the
angels of heaven, not even the Son—only the Father knows. This is why you
must be waiting, watching and praying, because no one knows when that
season of time will come.” (Mk.13:32,33 TPT).
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California religious newspaper (The
"Son" Sentinel), published an article
which contrasted the living habits of two
kinds of birds that fly over the California
desert: the vulture and the hummingbird...
All the vulture can see is rotting meat
because that is all it looks for.
It thrives on that diet. But the
hummingbird ignores the
carcasses and the smelly flesh
of dead animals. Instead, it
looks for the tiny blossoms of
the cactus flowers. It buzzes
around until it finds the
colorful blooms, almost hidden
finds what it's looking for.
What are we looking for? Better still, what
are we finding? And what we are finding
tells us what we are looking for in Life. Our
expectations of Life will determine,
ultimately, our realization of Life.
If it is not the new word of the year officially,
it should be—doom scrolling. It is perfectly
fitting that this new word was added to our
lexicon this year. Doom scrolling is that scroll
through your news feeds on social media just
thumbing through the headlines. We’ve
probably all done it. Hopefully, we have all
caught ourselves and learned to limit the
doom scrolling before bed. It is enough to
sink anyone into depression.
I am not trying to bring us down here, but
this is the reality we have all been living

with for quite some time. It has been a
tough year. If there is ever a year, we
needed Advent, this is it. If there is ever a
year, we need the hope of Christ, my
friends, 2020 is that year.
So, it is a good thing we have made it
here—to Advent, and nearly to a
brand-new year.
Advent is a season of hope. The
word Advent means “coming” or
“arrival,” and the season is
traditionally a time of expectation,
anticipation, thanksgiving, and
longing.
Advent is a season that links the past,
present, and future. Advent offers us the
opportunity to share in the longing and
expectation of the promised coming of the
Messiah. Then to celebrate the promise
fulfilled in His birth and the blessings of
redemption. And most importantly to be
alert for His promised return! Advent looks
back in thanksgiving and celebration at God’s
faithfulness shining forth in Jesus’ coming
and forgiveness and offers a foretaste of the
true life it brings us. At the same time
Advent causes us to look forward in hope
and eager anticipation of the return of Christ
when His people can experience the fullness
of his promises. During Advent we
remember the reasons for the first and
second Advent —it is an active and assured,
grateful and hopeful season of waiting.
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Far too often, this season is marked by frenzy and is
overwhelmingly busy. We pack our schedules with so
many seasonal happenings and our season of peace and
goodwill is quickly overloaded and becomes a season of
stress.

Immanuel, God with us, to give us and all those we know
and love a hope and a future beyond this life. It is a
season of expectation and preparation, an opportunity to
align ourselves with God’s presence today and prepare
for the time he returns for us.

But this Advent is different. Many of us are under some
form of lockdown, limitation, and isolation. 2020 has
taken many familiar things from us, but what are we
looking for? This is an opportunity to set all that we have
done in previous years aside. It is time to prepare our
hearts and help us place our focus once more on a story
far greater than our own—the story of God’s redeeming
love for our world. It’s not a season of pretending to be
happy or covering up the pain or hardships we have
experienced during the past year or continue to
experience—it is a season of digging deep into the reality
of what it means that the God who promised is faithful.
He promised and sent His Son into the world to be

So, wherever you are on your level of 2020 anxiety and
uncertainty, wherever you are on your own spiritual
journey, I invite you to thoughtfully celebrate this season
of Advent. I would like to even suggest that in the
craziness and uncertainty and pandemic of this year, we
have been given a gift. We have been given the
opportunity to refocus, to remember the reasons. Let us
take advantage of these circumstances to rejoice and
reflect. Let us thank God for his faithfulness in coming the
first time to redeem and prayerfully watch, looking
forward in hope to the promise of his return.
That is what I am looking for. What about you?
Rev. Jim Wright

Spiritual Care Report

Rev. Jim Wright

I

leaders as we tread carefully
forward seeking God’s best for
the Camp and our constituency in
the next year.

stand grateful at the close of this year for the grace of
God shown to and through, many of you during this
most unusual and unpredictable year. All of our speakers
and ministry teams were put on hold and thankfully most
have graciously committed to be part of the 2021 or 2022
season -if we are permitted to return to a semblance of
the familiar.

Now to the one who is able to
keep you from falling, and to
cause you to stand, rejoicing, without blemish before his
glorious presence, to the only God our Savior through
Jesus Christ our Lord, be glory, majesty, power, and
authority, before all time, and now, and for all eternity.
Amen. (Jude 1:24,25 NET)

I am very appreciative of Brother Eduard Nerling for
voluntarily taking the lead in so many of the informal
summer Sunday services and blessing the folks who
gathered in a socially distant manner out of doors in
2020. I am glad for the cottage owners who helped with
worship and shared testimonies on those weekends
making them memorable ministry times. I am also
thankful to Brother Guenther and Trudy Rittmeyer who
led the Thanksgiving weekend service at Bethel Park. It
was the only ‘official’ event we attempted to run this
year.

Bethel Park family, we recognize
that this has been a difficult year
and that many of our members
may be struggling with health and
life issues. If you have a prayer
request and would like your Camp
family to pray for you, please call
226-964-2275 or send an email to
administration@bethelpark.ca and Ingrid will
send out an E-blast to our members. It is a
privilege to pray for one another.

My heart is turned fully towards prayer as we wrap up
this year still in so much uncertainty. We covet your
prayers for Bethel Park and its associated churches and
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Christmas Greetings from the President

Doris Bilitz

O

ur 2020 Camp Season has been one like no other.
Who could ever have imagined having to "cancel"
camp as we know it. This week I was reminded of a
hymn we used to sing in church. What a timely
reminder. May this hymn be our prayer as we go into
the winter season.
I Know Who Holds Tomorrow
I don't know about tomorrow, I just live from day to day;
I don't borrow from its sunshine, For its skies may turn to
gray;
I don't worry o'er the future, For I know what Jesus said,
And today I'll walk beside Him, For He knows what is ahead.
Chorus:
Many things about tomorrow I don't seem to understand;
But I know who holds tomorrow, And I know who holds my
hand.
We do not know what the 2021 season holds, but we know that God
knows. Let us trust Him.

Although this year was not the camp year we were used to, it was
still great to be able to come on the grounds to connect with family
and friends. I know the COVID 19 directives were a challenge to
follow, and often felt like an infringement on our rights, but I thank
you all for trying your best to follow them. For some, this time was
an opportunity to get work done on their cottage. This year also
allowed us to move ahead on the Waste Management project at a
speed we would never have thought possible. A blessing in disguise.
This year was also one that we had to rely on volunteer help like
never before. We would like to take the opportunity in this
Newsletter, to recognize the following people that went above and
beyond in sacrificing their time and their talents, and who
exemplified the following scripture verse:
Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as
you are working for the Lord, not men, since you
know that you will receive an inheritance from the
Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving.
Colossians 3: 23, 24

How our voluteers helped – back hoe digging, road maintenance,

water line repairs, tree cutting, on-site oversite of WM project,
carpentry, grass cutting, plumbing, yard waste pick up, power
washing, weed whacking, encouraging younger volunteers by taking
them under his wings, cleaning roofs and eave troughs, general
cleanup, tree pruning, brush collection along the highway, organizing
the books in the library, wood working projectings including new
shelves for the library, water and sewage stakes, HVAC and scrap
cleanup. THANK YOU!
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Waste Management System




Walter Nerling
David Schuetzkowski
Don MacLeod

Grounds and Maintenance





Farouk Halaga
Arden Nerling
Frank Weresh
Bill Harper

Ministry



Eduard and Katherine Nerling
Guenter Rittmeyer

And …











Willy Demant
Steve Hua
Zack and David Scherbinsky
Karl and Trudy Medel
Renate Mielke
Monica Koepke
Gary and Beth Magoffin
Adam Weresh
Dan Drankowsky
YOU

Great volunteers like all of you, never
want anything in return, but are
always ready to do great things out of
turn. Everyone leaves behind a
footprint in the sands of time, but your
footprints will be for future generations
to follow. Thank you for volunteering.
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Finance Report

Harald Drewitz, Treasurer

A

You can donate using one of the
following options:

s you know, we had a special Waste Management
Offering during the Thanksgiving Sunday morning
service. If you were not able to be there or have not yet
donated towards this project during this year, there is still
time to do so. Due to the unusual circumstances during
2020, we completed the Waste Management Project, this
year as opposed to spreading it over two years.

Donation Link on the
Bethel Park Website allows

you to donate directly to Bethel
Park through CanadaHelps.org.
The CanadaHelps page will display on your screen. You can
make your donation by credit/debit card or PayPal.
CanadaHelps will issue you a receipt for your donation.

By the end of December 2019, $780,000 has been raised
towards the goal of 1.2 million dollars, due to the generosity
of many. We are grateful to God. In early spring a cabin
owner was willing to lend us $400,000. and we reached an
agreement at good competitive terms. Another answer to
prayer.

E-Transfer is now available and set up for auto deposit

when you make an e-transfer to Bethel Park Camp. You do
not require a password. Include in the message box that
this is a donation towards the Waste Management project.
Send your e-transfer to bookkeeper@bethelpark.ca.

As a result of all our 2020 Ministry events being cancelled
due to COVID-19, our expenses are down. Our suggested
Ministry donation amount for 2020 is $275. per cabin. If all
cabin owners paid this amount, this would provide
approximately $50,000. towards the project. Prayerfully
consider what additional contributions towards the Waste
Management project you may be able to make this year.

Send your cheque payable to Bethel Park Camp at 310

Fairway Road South, Box 45070, Kitchener, ON N2C 1X0.
CREDIT CARD NOTE: We are no longer accepting credit
cards for donations or fee payments.

The Board of Directors appreciates your faithful
commitment to this project.

Facilities and Maintenance Report
HANK YOU to the staff and volunteers that were at

Tcamp faithfully throughout the season. They are the



ones who make camp useable and enjoyable
for us all. May it continue to be a place where
lives are changed for God’s glory.
Completed in 2020





The rental cabin on 40 Philadelphia
was completed by Willy Demant.
Bill Harper replaced valves in the
public washrooms.
The office board room was renovated. A wall was
removed, the floor was replaced, new lighting was
installed, a serving counter was built, and an
additional bookshelf was added in support of the
expanding library.

David Schuetzkowski

A trailer waste dump station near the soccer field
was installed to facilitate additional trailer sites in
the future.
 The linear drain for the handicapped
washroom that required repair was worked on.
 The tabernacle roof is leaking, and repairs
are required.
 Significant tree removal was required due to
storm damage.

I would like to express
special appreciation to Fred Mielke on
his retirement as Campground Manager.
His dedication to Bethel Park and his
expertise have left many footprints
during his years of service.
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Waste Management Project & Board Secretary Report
WILL 2020 BE A YEAR TO REMEMBER?

Special thanks to Don MacLeod,
David Schuetzkowski, Fred
Mielke, Willy Demant, Bill
Harper and Frank Halaga for all
their help and efforts during this
entire season.

I

am quite sure that will be the case for most of us as we
look back at the past few months. In spite of many
negative things going on around us, I want to focus on God’s
gracious hand on each of our lives and what has been
accomplished at Bethel Park in terms of our Waste
Management Project.

I am also thrilled with the
continued interest by young and old in Bethel Park. We
welcomed five new cabin owners and 14 cabin owners
transitioned to Camp Society members.

January
We were able to obtain the permit for our Collection
System from the Town of Rodney. Our first preconstruction site meeting with A-Xcavating, a local
contractor took place.

Many cabin owners have undertaken minor or major
improvements to their cabins. Despite the many
restrictions in place, Bethel Park was the “place to be” this
past season.

February
The two large concrete tanks for the Newterra Systems
were delivered and installed.

Looking forward to seeing everyone in Spring 2021.

March
The tanks for Pumping Stations #1 and #2 were
delivered and installed.
April/May
All construction work halted due to COVID 19
Regulations.
June-October
Installation of the Collection System, the installation of
the new Grease Interceptor tank at the Kitchen and
connection of the main washrooms by A-Xcavating
moved forward at a record pace.
July

Walter Nerling

Delivery of the Newterra Plant.

September
Completion of all required piping work at the Plant by
JoVan Mechanical. Completion of all required electrical
work to the Plant and Pumping Stations by Shooter
Electric.
October-December
Cabin connections and septic tank decommissioning is
underway by Drenthworks
Spring 2021
Commissioning of the Newterra Plant will be done in
April. Any remaining cabin connections will be
completed and remaining septic tanks will need to be
decommissioned.
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Campground Manager Position

S

adly, we have received a resignation from Fred
Mielke as our Campground Manager. As we all
know, this position requires a broad set of skills and
knowledge and we were fortunate to have Fred provide
these services to Bethel Park since 2016. We are so
grateful for his dedication and commitment to the
position over the past years and are thankful that Fred
is willing to provide a transfer of knowledge to whoever
continues in this position.
It is our sincere hope that we will be able to find a
replacement among our Bethel Park Family. We also
realize that this position is very broad, and we may
need to look at a combination of persons completing
the various tasks. If you are interested (or know of
someone who might be) and would like a copy of the
current Job Description, or wish to discuss any aspect of
the position you feel you may be suited for, please
contact Doris Bilitz at president@bethelpark.ca.

Board of Directors

Let us be in prayer, and trust God, that this important
position will be filled for our 2021 Camp Season.

Doris Bilitz (President)
Walter Nerling (Secretary)
Harald Drewitz (Treasurer)
David Schuetzkowski (Facilities)
Jim Wright (Spiritual Care)
Richard Feth
Helga Hintz
Paul Mittelstaedt
Arden Nerling
Guenter Rittmeyer
Frank Weresch
Ron Baker

2021 Summer Students

B

ethel Park is actively pursuing application to hire 1
or 2 summer students for the 2021 season. Ideally,
we would like to offer this opportunity to our Bethel
Park youth. Areas of responsibility would include
janitorial, maintenance and grounds keeping. If you are
interested in this opportunity, please email Ingrid Hook
at administration@bethelpark.ca to get early
information as it becomes available.

Administration: Ingrid Hook
administration@bethelpark.ca
Bookkeeper: Norma Scherer
bookkeeper@bethelpark.ca

6

