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Pandemic Pivot
My son Michael has been ‘schooling’ me
in basketball these days (in more ways
than one). One thing about basketball is
that when you are holding the ball one
foot is designated the pivot foot. You
cannot lift this foot from the ground – it
needs to be planted on the ground. You
can pivot, you can turn, you can move
your body around, but your pivot foot
needs to be planted firmly on the ground.
If you move your pivot foot you lose the
ball.
Government, business and churches have
been using (and abusing) the word ‘pivot’
to describe the adjustments made to
adapt to the new realities of life, work
and ministry brought on by the COVID 19
pandemic. Bethel Park Camp has had to
and will continue to adapt in order to
meet the requirements of government
and to ensure the safety of all those who
are a part of the camp community. It will
require all of us as members of this camp
community to be patient, full of grace
and kindness toward each other as we
continue to ‘pivot.’ I believe we have and
we will continue to adapt well and I look
forward to great days of worship,
fellowship, rest and encouragement at
Bethel Park Camp.
To pivot well or to adapt to the new
environment we are all living in, we will
need to keep our feet (and our hearts)
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firmly planted in Christ. As his followers
we affirm that Jesus is Lord – that He is
over all and in control. He has not been
caught by surprise by this pandemic. We
look to Christ to empower us to live Godhonouring lives by His Spirit who lives in
us. We depend on his love being active
in us, so that His love would work
through us. For sure there will be many
adjustments and logistical matters which
may well mess up our plans, but if our
pivot foot is firmly planted in Christ we
will not lose – we will still move forward
with hope, confidence and joy as Jesus
leads us forward.
“When I think of all this, I fall to my knees
and pray to the Father, 15 the Creator of
everything in heaven and on earth. 16 I
pray that from his glorious, unlimited
resources he will empower you with inner
strength through his Spirit. 17 Then Christ
will make his home in your hearts as you
trust in him. Your roots will grow down
into God’s love and keep you
strong. 18 And may you have the power to
understand, as all God’s people should,
how wide, how long, how high, and how
deep his love is. 19 May you experience
the love of Christ, though it is too great to
understand fully. Then you will be made
complete with all the fullness of life and
power that comes from God.”
(Ephesians 3: 14b–19)

We are required to follow Public Health Guidelines:
Wear a MASK indoors in public buildings
Social Distance | Hand Sanitize
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Spiritual Care

Rev. Jim Wright

Planning for the season continues, taking into consideration that restrictions on gathering
numbers, the necessity to physical distance and the wearing of masks when indoors, will likely
continue this summer. We will continue to monitor and abide by public health directions
throughout the season and do our best to keep you informed of changes as they take place.
Sunday morning worship services will be held every Sunday throughout July and August. As much
as possible, services will be held outside as they were during the 2020 season.

2021 Bethel Park Season
Camp Cleanup

Saturday, May 8
(Provided the stay-at-home order is not extended)

Annual General Meeting 2019 and 2020
Saturday, May 22 at 2:00 p.m.

Victoria Weekend
Sunday, May 23

Bethel Kid’s & Youth Camps
Cancelled

Heritage Camp

Sunday, July 18 – 21 – To Be Determined

Family Camp

Saturday, July 24 – August 1 (With the exception of July 30)

Labour Day Weekend

Sunday, September 5

Best Years

September – To Be Determined

Thanksgiving

Sunday, October 10

Bethel Park family, we recognize that this has been a difficult year and that many of
our members may be struggling with health and life issues. If you have a prayer
request and would like your Camp family to pray for you, please call 226-964-2275 or
send an email to administration@bethelpark.ca and Ingrid will send out an E-blast to
our members. It is a privilege to pray for one another.
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Greetings from the Camp President
It is hard to believe that a year has
gone by, and we are still dealing with
the COVID 19 pandemic. I am sure
that we were all hopeful that 2021
would be back to the “normal” as we
know it. However, with the current
lockdown in place, we again find
ourselves in the position where it is
difficult to plan. We pray for wisdom
at the start of this new season and
trust that God will lead and direct us.
Last fall we announced that our Annual
Meeting for 2019 and 2020 will be
held on Saturday, May 22, 2021. We
are hopeful that we can move forward
with that date but will keep everyone
posted via e-blast should we require to
reschedule once again.

As you are aware, we advertised for a
Campground Manager, to replace Fred
Mielke, who resigned as of December
31, 2020. To date, we have not
received any responses to our request.
In order to carry on with the grounds
and maintenance upkeep, we have
applied for funding under the “Canada
Summer Jobs” program for two
students. Although we have not yet
heard if we will receive the funding,
we have offered the student positions
to two of our Bethel Park students.
Zachary Scherbinsky and Alexis
Helbrecht will be working as a team,
alongside our seasoned volunteers to
provide the necessary grounds and
maintenance requirements. Below is a
short bio for each of them. Please
welcome them to the team and pray

Doris Bilitz, President

for them as they
begin this new
experience. We are grateful to Fred
Mielke for the many schedules, job
descriptions and “to do lists” that he
has left behind to ensure that all the
necessary work is done on a timely
basis. Thank you, Fred!!!
Although we may not be able to
provide for a full camp program as we
have prior to the 2020 season, it is our
sincere desire and hope to provide a
schedule of weekend events and
speakers throughout the summer.
Please pray for the Board and for one
another as we move into yet another
season of uncertainty. May we
continue to know, and feel, that God IS
in control.

My name is Alexis Helbrecht and I am one of the
summer students at Bethel Park. I just finished my
first year as a nursing student at McMaster University
and I’m looking forward to my future career as a
nurse. Bethel Park has been a huge part of my life
since I was young. I can’t wait to spend my summer at
my favourite place on earth!

Hey, my name is Zach Scherbinsky and I’ll be working at Bethel Park
as a summer student. I have been going to Bethel Park almost every
summer of my life and have been involved in all of the summer
programs. This September I will be continuing my studies of theology
at Redeemer University and hope to work bi-vocational in ministry in
the future. I am very excited to work at camp this summer because
of the amazing opportunities to learn new skills and help give back to
the camp that has given me so much!
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Financial
Despite 2020 being a very
different year in over a century,
our financial obligations were met
for 2020 and we thank you for your
financial support during 2020.
When you receive the 2020
Financial Statement package, you
will see we have continued to keep
our normal yearly camp operating
expenses as low as possible.
I just want to give you a financial
update for the Waste Management
Project. During 2020, Bethel Park

Waste Management

Harald Drewitz, Treasurer

raised $370,000.00
making the total
donations and provisions
allotted through the end
of December 31, 2020,
$1,150,000.00 (see the
thermometer), just $50,000.00
short of the total. Another miracle
– basically NO cost overruns!
A friendly reminder to those who
have not paid the waste hook-up
fee. We appreciate you doing so as
soon as possible.
Walter Nerling, Board Secretary

Much has been accomplished in 2020! We are thankful
to God for the progress that was made in the past 14
months. It really has been amazing.
As most of you are aware, the installation of all the
tanks and the main sewer lines was completed by our
contractor A-Xcavating by late summer along with all
the required plumbing and electrical work for the Plant
and the Pumping Stations. Plumbing work was done by
Jovan Mechanical and the Electrical work by Shooter
Electric.

Training, Lorie Hook and Ernie Spadzinski. Their
involvement reduces the annual operation costs to
Bethel Park substantially. We are extremely grateful
to Lorie and Ernie for taking the time to study and
write the required exam to achieve this designation!

Work then continued through the fall and winter
months by Drenthworks, and we are thrilled to report
that as of the 15th of April, all cabins are connected or
have been provided a connection. Many of you have
received an email and pictures of required plumbing
work at your cabin that needs to be completed. We
can provide contact information for available plumbing
contractors if you require this service. This needs to be
arranged and done as soon as possible for your cabin
to function properly. As requested by cabin owners,
we have been able to decommission over 90 septic
tanks. We have sent out a number of eblasts
regarding this requirement. We will not be able to
provide this service at the current rate of $300 after
the end of April 2021. The Plant will be commissioned
during the week of April 19th by Newterra and
Clearford Water Systems. We have a 5-year contract in
place with Clearford to maintain and operate our Plant
as required by Ontario Regulations. Working along side
Clearford, Bethel Park will have two Operators in

For the 2021 season, there will be ongoing cleanup
and restoration of all disturbed areas at Bethel Park.
We expect that all cabin owners will joyfully work to
restore areas immediately around their own cabins,
while our many volunteers will continue to work on
the common areas.
We plan to have a supply of grass seed available for
your use. We are also continuing work on the final
design details and costs for the new water system that
we desperately need. The actual work on the water
system is not expected to start until late this year after
camp shutdown, or in 2022.
In closing, I wish to thank you all for your prayers,
generous donations, encouraging words and the help
of many volunteers during the past year! What a team
effort!
May the Lord Bless each of you richly.
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Selling and Buying Cabin TIPS
If you are looking to SELL your cabin:
 Advise Camp Administrator, Ingrid Hook at administration@bethelpark.ca or call
226-964-2275.
 Information about the sale can be posted on the Bethel Park website, with
pictures if you wish.
 You will be responsible to pay a transfer fee of $100. to the
bookkeeper@bethelpark.ca
 Complete a Cabin Ownership and Transfer form along with the individual who
is purchasing your cabin (https://bethelpark.ca/members/application-forms/)
If you are looking to PURCHASE a cabin:
 Cottages for sale are listed on the Bethel Park website.
 Contact the seller directly to plan a view of the cabin and sale arrangements.
 You will need a letter of recommendation from your Senior Pastor AND from a
camp member who is not related to the applicant/purchaser.
 Complete a Cabin Ownership and Transfer form along with the individual who is
selling the cabin you are looking to purchase.
(https://bethelpark.ca/members/application-forms/)

Send your COMPLETED application and letters to the Camp Administrator,
Ingrid Hook at administration@bethelpark.ca OR mail it to Bethel Park
Camp Head Office

All transactions must be approved by the Board of Directors
AND the $100 TRANSFER fee is paid by the Seller. Once you
have been informed by the Camp Administrator that the sale
and purchase has been approved the purchaser can take
possession of the cabin.

Donations and/or
Payments

bookkeeper@bethelpark.ca
Several methods are now
available.
E-Transfer
E-transfers are now auto deposit
and no password is required. In
the message box indicate CampGeneral, Capital-General or
Waste Management. Donations
with no message will go to CampGeneral. For payments, indicate
your cabin address in the
message box.
Automatic Bank Withdrawal
Contact Norma for further
instructions.
Canada Helps
You can donate to Bethel Park via
Canada Helps. Go to the Bethel
Park website and click DONATE
on the home page. You can make
your donation via credit/debit
and PayPal. Canada Helps will
issue you a receipt for your
donation.

What you need to know before you do
renovations or a new build!
NEW CABINS ON NEW LOTS
1. The Building Lot will be assigned by the Camp Building Committee. The lot will always
remain property owned by the Ontario Bethel Park Bible Camp Society.
2. Maximum size of Cabin is to be no more than 800 square feet under roof including porches.
3. New Cabin setbacks: Front 15 feet, minimum rear 20 feet. Sides minimum clearance between cabins, 3 feet from Lot
Line one side and 10 feet Lot Line on the other side. Minimum clearance between cabins 13 feet.
4. Cabin Owner must submit to the Camp Building Committee complete detailed drawings showing:




Plot site plan
Elevation Plan
Height off ground




Side yards
Side Profile view
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Front and backyards
End profile view




All dimensions
Pitch of roof
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EXISTING CABINS AND EXISTING CABIN LOTS
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

No cabins to be extended to the front, even after renovations or after new construction.
No cabins to be extended to the sides, even after renovations or after new construction.
Maximum size no more than 800 square feet under roof, including porches.
Minimum clearance between existing cabins or existing cabin lots to be no less than 10 feet.
Centre line between two streets to be considered rear lot line.
Minimum rear setback of 20 feet to be maintained. (Exception: between Bethlehem and Emmaus Streets, there 10
feet rear setback is recommended).
7. Exceptions allowed on individual basis.
8. Cabin owners must submit to the Camp Building Committee complete detailed drawings showing: (SUBMIT
APPLICATION AND DRAWINGS IN TRIPLICATE!)



Plot site plan
Side profile view




Side yards
End profile view




All dimensions
Pitch of roof




Elevation Plan
Height off ground

9. CAMP PERMISSION is required for ALL exterior construction renovations.
10. No sheds shall be constructed or made larger without prior written approval of Building Committee; location of the
shed upon approval as well; maximum size is 80 square feet.
11. Township Building Permit is required for construction which exceed 10 square meters space.
12. If applicant wishes to tear down the outside structure of an existing portion of the cabin, and the square meters of
space for new materials construction exceed 10 square meters, even if the square of the total cabin space did not grow
by more than 10 square meters, you must still get a Township Building Permit. This is necessary even if you decide to
tear down more than you first anticipated.
13. After receiving permission from the Ontario Bethel Park Bible Camp Building Committee, cabin owner must pay for
obtaining and processing all applications and fees from the Municipality of West Elgin. Additions up to 100 square feet
can be constructed with camp approval. Additions of over 100 square feet require a Building Permit from West Elgin.
Applications for permits will be done by the Ontario Bethel Park Bible Camp on behalf of cabin owners. A fee of $50.00
will apply to all permits, plus if Building Permit is required, the Municipality fees based on the value of
Building/Addition and is done by the Building Department of the Municipality of West Elgin.
14. Cabin owner must arrange for appropriate government inspection, and final re-inspection.

GENERAL INFORMATION
1. All building and renovation applications to be submitted in writing and permissions will be returned in writing.
2. No person shall have the right to cut down trees without written approval.
3. All electrical work in cabin must be inspected by Ontario Hydro before closing walls and an Ontario Hydro Final
Inspection is then also required.
4. `Number of pages of detailed drawings dated and signed are attached.

Contact David Schuetzkowski at david@shooterelectric.ca if you have additional questions
about your new cottage build or cottage renovation. To access the Application for Cabin
Renovations / Building, it is available on the website at Members – Welcome to Bethel
Park Camp | Bethel Park Camp. To apply for the building permit with the Municipality of
West Elgin https://www.westelgin.net/en/business-and-development/buildingpermits.aspx.
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Did YOU know?
Electric Cooking Stoves

buildings, hydro poles or trees. Proposed location
of a new outdoor appliance must be reviewed with
Please be advised, that the electrical system at
the Director of Facilities prior to use. All provincial
camp was not designed to include electrical stoves
and local regulations and fire bans must be
in the individual cabins. The demand factor is too
observed. The Director of Facilities or designate
great for our system. Because of this, we request
reserves the right to ask a cabin owner
that cabin owners do not purchase and
to remove the appliance if it is thought
hook up electric stoves in their cabins.
Be joyful always;
to be unsafe.
Please keep this in mind when you are
pray continually; give
renovating or looking to replace an
thanks in all
Property
existing stove.
circumstances, for
Property is owned by Bethel Park Bible
this is God's will for
Camp Society. Cottage owners own their
Wood Burning Stoves
you in Christ Jesus.
cottage or trailer, but not the property it
For fire safety, cabins are not permitted
1 Thessalonians 5: 16-18
is located on.
to have wood burning stoves in their
Prior to any contemplated cottage
cabins.
renovation (decks, sheds, additions etc.), detailed
plans must be submitted to the Office. The Office
Campfires
will direct the request to the Director of Facilities for
Campfires are allowed in the designated campfire
approval. The County has allocated specific square
pit only and must be strictly supervised. There must
footage and building restrictions, and as such a
always be immediate access to a fire extinguisher or
building permit may be required for the renovation.
water.
… Do not take independent action. If in doubt, refer
Permission to use the fire pit must be granted by
questions to the Office for clarification prior to making
the Director of Facilities or designate.
changes.
Provincial and local regulations with regards to fire
bans will be strictly adhered to.
Cabin Numbers
The Director of Facilities or designate has the right
to withdraw permission for any reason that may
present a safety issue.

It is important that all cabins have their assigned
number posted on the front of their cabins. This is
important for emergencies or if someone is looking to
find you. If your cabin does not have a number on it
currently, please do so before the start of the 2021
season. All cabins must be numbered by the end of
May 2021.

Cabin Owners must notify the office if they currently
have a chiminea or other type of outdoor
fireplace. These outdoor appliances must be
enclosed and located so as not to damage any
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